ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF S|
LON = EE TEERS

/] XIAOX] LI

"ACTI

1-1 . :
Li: I didn’t mean i. Please sln]') cry ing,
‘1'2
lake llns pencil, as "(m(l as new. Il‘mll\ didn’t mean (o trip you over. Sorry! s 3
13 - . ! S 7
Chen:The l(‘(l(ll(‘l‘ saidnot to run on lh(\smusul the corridor. \(Junus]whm e Al lll(‘(‘\(‘l se hooks dr ()1)1)(‘(11)1110 lll(‘j,l(]llll(l Tloor and g g()l dirty l)(*((msu of
. you. I'm sorry for lll('(l(lssnml(n\lml\( pt lht‘ll‘( \(‘1(1sol)(ml\su(l\ and.clean. I don’t want your-pe neil! \()usl\(ml(l(lp()l()glsvl() the \\ll()l(‘ class.
14 .
Li: Twill apul();,ls(' (0 them (ml\ 1l you l(ll\(‘ lh(' penc: 1l
1 3
Ti: A deal iszl deal.
1-6 :
Chen; Shame on.you!
T )
-LizYou asked ine to :I])()l()gi:\‘(‘fl().lll(‘, whole Classt
1.8
Chen: I didn’ l (151\ vou to apologise on llw 11()(1111111
19 :
TR m'collecting smmps Can \()11\\111(‘1()111("
1-10 ]
Chen: I, Pve 11(\(1\\1111(11])1101(' You write-to 111(‘111% an(ll\\llll(pl\
111 '
Chen: Hev, vou s_;li('l Vou w ([ll|(| W 1‘i1('.ln me.,
S0 S
Li: Tonly know your name. Idon’t know: your address!
113 g e _
Li: “Skinny”is what they call me. You should write my name, “Zhengguo Li”.

114
Chen: Next time, Skinny?!
1-15 T
Li: Thank you, Weepy!

1-16
Both: Passing nol( s, 18 not (I"()\\(‘d in class...

117 ’ 3 % >
Clten: Dear Zhengguo, Christmas herei isvery lively. C l|| istmas Iwhls(n(' everywhere on llw \l] (s. Iteven snows \'\h(‘]l'il.g(‘llﬂ(i()|(|(‘l‘, [ suppose you haten't
seen snow, have you? Me ]l(‘l[h(‘l | \\|sh it could snow* soon! . : 3 :
Merry Christmas and [ hope \'ml.sr!':m:ll out some good grades this term!

116 i

Li: You finally wrote 10 me! Lheard,that the US is the sl.llm)[ \\(‘.11111 Is it difficult to l(un‘n L lwllsh’

I came first in class in the exam this month. If we were still in the same class, T would came second as youwere always the first. I remember that you got the
top score every month for a whole term:

I wish you.a happy and ll(nlllll\ Christmas!

=19 ; 5
Chen: Are you really going (o a private.middle school?

1-20

Liz My.father insists. Tlappy New Year!

1-21

Chen: You asked me for |)()sl(t;|1‘(ls, Here it is. .

1509

Liz You should write xtim(*lhllu,almm \muwll on the back. tike, how do vou feelabout the \mg,n,l Falls, (ln vou like it? (No.)

Did you have fun at vour grandma’s? (No.) w0

\re your parents really getting a-divorce? (Yes.)
Jave you learned how (0 swim? (No.)

Any boys you'd like to hang out with in class? (No.)




ACT I

2-1
Li: Hi, Shufen Chen! I'm Zhengguo Li. Do you remember me? I'm at the beach. I hope you don’t mind me writing to you all in a sudden. It is beautiful here. Sky
filled with stars at night. I can smell the sea in the wind. I will be here for a few more days. I guess I will go swimming.

Actually I'm most looking forward to see the sunrise on the last morning of my stay. I've never seen sunrise by the sea before.

Have you learned how to swim?

I haven’t heard from you for a long time. I look forward to hearing from you!

[ellers

2-2
Chen: What a surprise to receive a letter from you! I'm glad you still remember me.

However, I'm now an unwelcome person. If you just know me, you may not write to me.

I'm literally in hell. People here are so snobbish. I hate snobs the most!

My parents are divorced!

Does your family prefer sons over daughter

I might transfer to another school next semester. I'd go anywhere as long as it’s not here! I'll let you know the new address.

2-3

Chen: Sorry, it took me so long to write to you. Like your father, my mother’s new boyfriend also serves in the army and he is a major general as well. However,
since he’s American, he’s got a beard and lots of breast hair. Ewww!

Honestly, I don’t like writing letters. You're likely to be the only person I write to.

2-4

Li: You really have a talent in drawing. In your letters, writing only takes half of the page at most. This time the elephant is painted with eyes the size of mung
bean and there’s a pen curled on his nose. I know the elephant is me. I admire your humour, sharpness and talent. One day you will become a famous artist.
Don’t forget to give me your masterpiece then!

By the way, you should mastered swimming skills now right?

2-5

Chen: God! My mom said your mother worries that you can’t get in Jianguo High School. Do you know that they know each other?

2-6

Li: No, but my father does know you because every letter you wrote to me, he read it first. He believes that he ought to know my friend and that I should focus
on my study!

2-7

Chen: I'm so shocked just reading your letter. My eyes and mouth are wide open for such a long time that they can’t return to their original size!

2-8

Li: I haven’t heard from you for a long time...




i: Are you mad?
P S :
Li: I talked to my father and he promised that he wouldn’t read my letter.
31 £ ;
Chen: Merry Christmas! Fell you a secret, I'm seeing g shrink.
32
Chen: There is wltere Fwent (o skiing last week. Skiing is faiitastic!
Ra 2

Li: \1)1|‘]1|‘1)\\1‘, your leg. This is |1-u| I_lmn\ ! Gel \)t‘,ll soon! _

34 e . ' i ;

Chen: Mom said I ]m ke my leg deliberately Iw( ause [ have sell*destructive tendencies.
Al T know is.that I wish it is the arm. Then I»\\l” have a propesexcuse not 10 Weile
letters. The schoolwork iil']i:mgun).lnusl he hedvy right? P.S. sn)mul'hing I drew to choer

ouup. Itis the 1)(3([});111 under my bed in hospital, Don’t vou think 1['$ni('ul\ slmp(\,(l';;

3.5 ’

Chen: Help! Let me out! They-sent me (o this monastery-like school! Tv slll(‘ml]\ theend  »
of the world, You will be-asked tc o drop out just getting caught up (Ilml\m}g beers. This is

a terrible place, not just®me, everyone is sereaming and shouting. You went o-a hoy’s
school and I'm here with nuns. 1 feel sorry for both of us. We can invite guys for

afternoon tea in the {ront vard 4-6 pm evepy.Sunday, but huns would sit around .

ruel(ring.bunl\s I'm sharing room with a noisy women in a cell-like dormitory and the
wall is painted in (Ilsgnsxing.imlsmrrl. .Come and save me /Iu'ngqlm‘ \( least write (o
nte. They can’t read Chinese anyway. It would nm ke e feel connected with the
outside worle. Besides, I can be mean (o them i in letters I’Imw' :

36 . ? 4 '

i Cvery time when [ write (0 yvou anid wait for vour letter; 1 would.be filled with
endless hope and joy. Timeseems (o be og (11|)1M by:bo r)I\s(m(l schoo ]\\()11\ I found out
that I 1ike writi ng.and 1 like 1o write (0 you.

- Ttalked to-my father about choosing subjects in school. He-recommended me o ('Imust‘

natural science, Medicine, of course, isthe prior choice, Tle alsa said that being-a.doctor
is a great and profitable profession and brought up the notion that ~lli(>‘ poor shouldn’y
*be charged in hospital: Besides, he satd that [ have an introverted, ((m‘lul and gentle
personality and [ will make a good (l(ulm in the-future. I totally agree with him! -
87t : o : :
later i1 stay; Ethink vou'te too obedient. You shouldn’t just be vour parents’ puppet!
My mom can’t control me. Her own lll jsac umpl(' e mess. Knowing me (Imm)v(l oul
made her mad as hell. A

Aw, did I tell you about Gharlie? He’s my I)(:\I]lr‘ml I got dropped out all })('((ms(‘ of.

him. He knocked me up!
RE ;

Chen: You didn’t write (0 me. Is it hecause Inv [)H‘gn(m 2 T kitow vou |n|g|1[ look down
on me. 1 have not lmlg o explain. T have to be 1(‘%|u)ns|hlt‘ for what 1 did, bucl mlll\
don’tlike vou saying nothing. e £ s

I there is one person:l ever care about in. the \.\.l)l‘|(1, it is vou. Please don’t turn vour
back on mé at this time, alright? Please w rite (o me, please be mean to me, please say

*the most v i(:i(_)ué words to me, please! Don’tabandon me, please!

39 5

Li: ' so sorry for this late reply. Llostinteres| in Studying.or going to class recently.

Last. Wednesday, T fought with a guy-in the class next door and got a notice of minor
misconduct. My father lecturedt me madly over one hour.”

My.ranking fell from (he top fifth 0" the last ten. My {ather threw the exam paper-into -

my face afterhe saw the grade. I honestly”don’i know what.is wrong with-me: I just
smoked a cigarette with my neighbour in the alley. 5

Ihere are so many things in this world that I don’t understand. So many of them that 1

thought T understand buit I don’t.
Mavbe vou think that T didn’t reply is |Jl‘(<||l\(‘ ) the things you didn’t (el me. Acifially
all I feclis (Ilslwwwl and worried. J t

You can’t give up on yourself. The persorr I knowis smart, sharp and talented and she’

has*incompatible resilience and L'Il(|ll]‘é nce towards life. I think you already know
these but you just pretend that you don’t. Pluck up your courage and get back on your
“feetl 1 mwl vour guidance! 1t’s a pity that w ¢ are so far apart.

Chen: I dropped_out from school! 'm over the moon! I'm gonna go psycho sooner or .

SYALLAT A0




_3-10 - ; ;
Chen: Your letter niade me cry for a whole night...
3-11 o : :

- Chen: I'm going to an art school. Congratulate me!
3-12 : ! 3

Li: I got scholarship this term. Congratulate me too!
3-13 - : e g
Chen: A guy with pimples all over his face asked me out. I wouldn’t want ld.kiss him!
i 7 2 i : S .
Li: Are all Américans very open? Is Kiss ¢
3-15 s : ;
Chen: Kiss is just a social manner. Chinese are Lloo conservative!

>

o ;

3-16 i : . A 3
Li:. Do you believe it? A short guy in our class insists that a boy and a girl.slécl') together will have babies!
3-17 ' i o _ :
Chen: Did he start high school straight away after primary school? ; G " ’
3-18 - : : ; ; :
Li: ...Does it hurt for girls on the first night?
i : ! 3 e
Chen: It hurts like hell! It so fucking hurts that I want to beat someone up!
* 3-20 Curt i ;
Li: I have to admit that I would imagine going hand in hand with you just l(mkihg al‘)e()ur photo.

3-21 ; .

Chen: I haye to admit that I would close my éyes-and picturing you in my head when I liave &ex. .
3o . o, . : / 3

Li: I don’t want to know the details of you having sex with others.
3-23 :

Chen: You're jealous!

3-24 . !
Li: I think you should only have sex with people you love, not with some random guy!
3-25 H s

"Chen: I'm not a 'slul. 1 don’t steep with guys I don’t like!




3-26

Li: I haven’t written: Lo*\ou for awhile. Ilo\\ are you? There was a downpour in the
morning. The cloud on the mountain top afar was changing slowly and the mountain
was in the embrace of the cloud. Tt seemed so peaceful. The gloomy clouds slowly

* covered the entire sky, and there was indeed a weird and terrifying atmosphere.

- Suddenly, there was a heavy shower. It started and finished all in a sudden. A very
hghL and soft rainbow appeared : above the other side of the mountain. The rain left no
IIMLI\ on the earth but many droplets here and there. How is the weather on your

¢ side? Are there any unpredictable chanﬂes like these as well?

3-27
Li: I received your (lr(m ing. ~\IthouQ,h nota smUIe word is w ritten, I know you're
trying to cheer me up. It must cost you a lot of time to paint: Thank you and T will
¢ work harder. -
Are you in the garden behind lhc Q:AL(,.) In'such a wonderful Q,dldcll you are not the
(ldndclu)ns floating in lhc wind, are you? l wondu* wh(u a view it is Iooking back from

within the gar (lcn'

e

ACT 11

4-1

11 Congratulate Ine‘ I was adnntted to the Chinese department in Normal :
LIll\ ersity. My father had a stroke and taking care 01 him has.aged my mother. I
have a full scholarship’ Ior Nor mal University, so that going to university won’t be
abur den to my family. \Ix \l)um;er sister always struggles with her study. She . X
mlght not pass the entl ance exams for middle school ! .

i : : i . : ;

" Chen: 1 never knew lhdt chickenpox is such a terr lble thing. I was shocked just *
looking inthe-mirror. It's everywhere onr'me! Inside my mouth, my nostrils and
even in my vagina! I had a fever for three days. It felt like I was dying. I can’t go
anvwhcrc‘ It’s itchy when it’s getting better and the most itchy chickenpox are
Lhc ones int m\ \dQ,lIld Don’t worry, V()ll won llmc ths Lroublc
43

. Chen:Asa lenmle 1 sometunes feel a bit pathetic. My mom was drunk again last

* night. She cried like a I)fll’)},. I was, nonetheless, calm, lee than ever. Listening
to her.incoherent talk of her pathetic life, 1 t‘eh that'she was both familiar and
str‘an'g'e to me.’T clearly kri_ow that 'm her daughter, but Fm not her. I have no
‘control over her life. 1 can’t len"e'it or manage it. I can only live my own life, All
I could do was holding er in my arms. I didn’t Judg.,e her. There was 1no {eelmgs
dfbeme, ashamed nor taelmgs of like or dislike. 1 just he]d her, my crying
mother. : 5
My mom has always been pursuing happiness and has made up her mind to rely

: on ‘happiness several timés, but happiness is llIlI(,]-l(ﬂ)l(, it is a fleeting moment.

\1Lu it fades away, she looks for the next. l-mall\ the 27-years-old fraud took
away-all the happiness my mother has lefl in her life today.
Women don’t just pursue or rely on ‘happiness. Women are w omen. *

4t : ot :

Li: I don't know what to say. I wish you. and your mother can get throu@,h the
difficult timés with your strength and courage. ; :

. In fact, not every man in this world isa bastard.. Don’t bL too radical. We need to
build our own lives. You have alw: ays hetn braver than me, but it is my duty to
remind you now, don’t get stuck in’hatred and complaints. That will only make
you feel unhappier. You are, comparing toother, quite lucky indeed: You've seen
and learned more than T do. You will find your h-uppiuc'ss Don’t just rule out all
the possibilitics i m your future just because there are-a few unsuccessful cases. :

Someone in this world witl lov ey ou mth all his heart. He will protect you, make

vou feel safe and he is réliable. He is somewhere in your future.

man is the breadwinner and woman is the homeworker. Being together, they
conceive lives. This is the i 1nqemous arrangement of mother nature. Don’ t you

think that C hinese people’s concept of family makes great sense?.

i :

Chen: If I knew you're like_ this, I would never write a single letter to you.

Don't think women as wi eak or the second sex. Men are actually a lot more *

vulnerable than women. Thu can’t stand a blow! The aggtessiveness in men
simply shows how naive and ignorant thu dlU

'stand why you have such’a strong reaction. It proves that men
and wonren are two different types of human being indeed. Men need to be
cared for by women and women requires love and protection from men: [ think
it is perfectly fair. Why do you think is it disrespectful and unequal?




4-13
Li: What you said about “Do you really care if I learned how to swim or

4-7
Chen: I bet you'll never get to know women in your entire life!

not?” really hurts me!

Li: I think you're mad! S

49 Chen: I didn’t know you can be upset. I always thought feeling upset is
L5 TR e e il the kind of emotion that only women have.

’ 4-15

Chen: I'm destined to be a non-swimmer. I'm convinced that I can
master any skills if I want to, but today I realised, I could never learn

Li: Have you learned swimming on earth? how to swim.
4-12

. . i N iua 7 . ine is CIEE. Dar]
Chen: Do you really care if I learned how to swim or not? don’t 0 Swimming is not difficult. Perl
you should familiarise yourself with water. Then you won’t be terrified.

Chen: It is a subconscious fear of water. Didn’t anything horrible happen when you were little?
4-17

Li: I don’t remember!

4-18

Chen: “Merry Christmas”. I'm going to have my own art exhibition!

4-19

Li: Congratulations! I'm joining the army! I dropped out from university!

5-1
Chen: We should stop writing to each other. It's a meaningless process. Do we really care about each other? You didn’t see my exhibition and I can’t imagine
your life in the army. Writing makes us feel that we know each other well but most of the time, I couldn’t even picture your face in my mind. We're lying to
ourselves and to each other. We are not familiar with each other. Don’t you think so?

1 kept asking myself while I was writing, how can we write for so long? Simple. Because we are lonely. Your loneliness comes from living a life that you never
wanted. You're living in other’

expectation. You're so used to this fake self that you might have forgotten the real you, as if you act long enough, it would
become real. Nevertheless, what is fake is fake. The boy who ran freely in the corridor and made me dropping the exercise books is no longer there. I have
pulled up the vulnerable string between the current you and the real you. Talking to me is like talking to yourself. You feel lonely, but without me, you probably
won'’t even be able to feel lonely. All you feel is numbness. However, the loneliness I feel is because I'm always being myself. It’s like I have thousands of thorns
on me. Whoever comes close will get hurt.

Only you, who are from the other side of the planet, are not afraid of the thorns. If we want to grow up, we need to stop writing!

5-2

Li: This place is suffocating. In the alternate cycle of embracing the joy of a holiday and of facing the pain when the holiday finishes. I hope that my time of
discharge will get closer.

5-3

Li: I finally realise that you won’t write to me anymore. I have received the four letters returned.

5-4

Li: This is the 18th letter returned. I can’t stop writing. My letter brought the whole self to you. You can tear it apart, dispose it or keep it. Of course, you can
also send it back to me straight away. Even like that, the letters have fulfilled their duty as they are back. They have travelled afar.

Pl

Chen: I'm in Taipei. Please call the following number.

5-6

Chen: Thank you for being with me in the last two days. To be honest, it shocked me a little when you cried on top of me!

Why did you start crying after taking off all your clothes? Five minutes felt like five hours. A thousand ideas flashed through my mind, but I got you later on.
When I held you tightly, I felt the feeling of understanding. I cried because I understood you. It was something I never felt before. Unexpectedly, I understood
the person who I had sex with.

1 was so touched by this feeling that I cried bitter than you. I didn’t feel sad but tears kept rushing out my eyes spontancously. It is such a dreadful feeling. You

can’t pretend you know it and you can’t pretend that you don’t. I can’t control myself but following after the feeling. I really wanted to understand some people,
something and I do now, but what’s next? I'd rather that I don’t but I can’t because I already do!

You're as quiet as always.

You didn’t say a word about not receiving any letters from me for nearly a year. Actually I've read every letter I received.

? Everything is oul of my expeclation.

You avoided my kiss on the first night and it made our relationship real. If everything is an illusion, we could continue with what we were doing since we can’t

create an illusion when we already have one, but it all became so real when you avoided me and I couldn’t help but apologising. I was thinking about the guy I'm
going to marry next month and the person in front of me at the same time. I didn’t realise what dreadful and chaotic state I will be facing. So we spent two
wonderful days together.

Am I real or am I not? Were yesterday and the day before real or not? I got confused by the cuddle last night!

How could we cuddle for a whole night so calmly and naturally? I didn’t sleep. I know you didn’t either. There’s so much going on in my head and I don’t have a
clue. Anyway, love you!

5-7

Li: These 32 letters belong to you. I'll send them back.

5-8

Chen: I'm getting married tomorrow. Wish me luck!

5-9

Li: I'm leaving the army tomorrow. Wish me luck too!

31
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10-5
Li: Have you ever thought of drawing again?

11-1

Chen: Merry Christmas! I picked up drawing. Thank you. I'm in Saint Antonio.
1-2

Li: We all wish you a merry Christmas!

11-3

Chen: Exhibition by Shufen Chen. Ray Hughs Gallery. 3.18-4.30.

11-4

Li: Sorry, I couldn’t make it. The tickets were booked but...

11-5
Chen: I'm glad you didn’t come. I'm dancing on the edge of a cliff. You better stay away from me. Otherwise I might drag you down with me
when [ fall off the cliff.

12-1

Li: Jialin can’t get pregnant again after giving birth to Qianggiang. She has been upset about this. Qianggiang is healthy. He really is an angel.
The only thing worries me is the stammering. Next month there will be adjustments within the party. I will take up a new position, also sort of
a promotion. Next year I might run for city councillor!

12-2

Chen: I'm more and more experienced with quitting alcohol. I walked into a church for the first time yesterday. I don’t know why I got in. I've
been convinced that I was left outside of the kingdom of God. It seems that he is more powerful than I could imagine.

13-1

Chen: Egypt, Los Angeles, New York... I woke up next to a twenty-year-old young man. A black.

Who am I? I've been thinking, the world is so peculiar that it creates YOU and ME. One is Mr. Justice who carries great social responsibility,
yet the other is a drunk, radical, old slut!

13-2

Li: Don’t be mean to yourself. Return to your art!

14-1

Chen: Merry Christmas! I'm trying to make something with clay, to find an ancient feeling through the touch of fingertips. The urge to see you
has never been so strong. I'd like to retrieve memories that were once alive.

The great wheel of destiny seems to have completed a circle. Do you see what I mean?

14-2

Li: Please write “To Miss Weijing Wang”on the envelope. She is my secretary. Recently some of my opponents are doing everything in their
power to get the goods on me. We have to be cautious. Thank you!

14-3

Chen: I have an exhibition on 3.28-4.25. Can you make it? Maybe this exhibition will recall the past for you...

14-4

Li: I really can’t. Because...maybe there will be a chance to meet at the beginning of May.

15-1

Li: I haven't received your reply. How is the exhibition?

15-2

Li: Talk to me. Stop torturing me!

15-3

Li: I suddenly realised that you're the only person that tells the truth to me. Jialin and I haven’t had a proper conversation in the last six
months. We don’t even bother to argue. Life just goes on... I'd like to hear from you. Please!

16-1

Chen: My exhibition sucks. It is purely a pile of nostalgic trash, an almost distinct tragedy. Man can never go back to where we started. I'm
studying photography. It is all about realism. No fantasies or imagination. [ shall see the world with my bare eyes without a single blink.

Can I see you? You're my only present and past.

16-2

Li: Next Tuesday, the 19th. I will fly to New York just for you.

17-1

Chen: I'd like to meet you again. What about you?

17-2
Chen: I will be in Hong Kong next week. Are you coming?
17-3

Li: T look forward to seeing you in Hong Kong.







24-1
Li: Shufen, good day. I haven’t written to you for a whole year.
How are you?

The cemetery is calm and peaceful. I am standing in front of your
tombstone. 12 white roses represent the blessings of 12 months in

ayear!

I took the box you left me back to Taipei the way it was. [ haven’t got the courage to open it in the

last year. Until two hours ago, I finally did. As I thought it would be, it’s the letters I wrote to you.
One, two, three, the letters you left to the world.

I read all of them carefully. What a flourishing garden! I have long forgotten what I planted in
your garden! I guess you are the same, but now both sides are barren!

I often picture some scenes in my head these days: two people that are almost 50 years old lying
on a bed in the hotel with lollipops in our mouths. You took away mine all in a sudden that my
eyes and mouth were widely open! I suppose no one in this world would do this to me apart from
you. That strong sense of loss...You really are so cruel!

Do you remember saying that you want us to be penpal for life? We have no control over our
lives, but you...you're so capricious. It’s my fault! I should be mean to you when you asked me to.
It's all my fault... I saw the pencil in your box... still as good as new...Fen, I really miss you...
I...Ilove you.

24-2

Chen: Thank you, Skinny!




